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ASU Press Luncheons give

T IO

Duriug thc Iast two ears, the American Security Council has held frequent Juncheons and briefings for the Washingron
press corps at which prominent experts have talked on timely items relating to national security policy. We have reported on
several of these luncheors in past WRs. The last Conncil-hosted luncheons featured South Korea's Ambassaidor to the United
States, His Excellency Pyong-choon Hahra, and Lt. Gea. Vemoun A. Walters, USA (Retr.), Deputy Director of the Central
Intelligencc Agency. ’

The about 35 membars of the working press rwrularly participating in these luncheons represent leading nawspap=es, naws

magazines, radio and felevision.

At each luincheon, the guest speuker speaks and theu answers extensive questions,

Cousistently these hincheon guests have genernted AP and UPI wire service stories, as well as important columns and
editoriuis. We are pleased that these stories have helped provide the public with importaut facts and views about key national
secuvity issues. And we are encouraged that the Inferest of the press in these luncheous has grown steadily. :

Since what Ambassndor Hahm and General Walters had to say was of particular iimportance, we ave pleased 1o ﬁnxre with
you theic basic talks. Editor. ’ :
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(,,] A, and NATIONAL SURVIVAL

Remarks by
Lt. Gen. Vermon A. Walters

Deputy Director, ClA
r'd first of all,

intelligence!

like to say, a few words

making of sonnd dect

about
Intelligence is information that is vital to the
istens by our Governmeat, information

concerning foreien countries and information conceniinyg

the policies of foreign countries, concerning the armament

of foreion countries, conceruing the economics of foreign

coantries that must be properly analyzed and must be

propery disseminated.
For instance
Sl tlime

oo
LR RN

, I3 simply history. [t is not intetlisencs u
get it to whoever needs it right away. Why do you need it?

Why do-we need it today?
Well, need it today because, in my opinion, the
.United States is in a tougher power situation than it has
heen since Valley Forge. Not since Valley Fowc hus any
foreign country had the ability to des

Wwe

cn’ook the United States. That capability exists today.
Ve all know that detente is, we hope, something tkmt
work and will serve to lessen tensions between the
countries. But at the same time as detente, we can’t help
sezing the Soviet Union deploying four new diffecent types

{ ICBMs, with signs of a fifth on the horzon. They're

r

wil I

Lt. Gen. Vernon A, Walters, ClA Deputy Director,

talks to attentive newsmen af an ASC press luncheon.
third genevation missiles; they’re not anything the ay've just
cooked up. We see them building larger and more powerful
submarines. We see them increasing the number of tanks
and modernizing the tanks in the Soviat rifle divisions.

Duestion of Tintent

We see, in other words, in all areas a tremendous military
effort beling made to modernize and improve the Soviet
forces beyond what seems to me to be nece

ssary for either

, a lot ofintelligence, if you don’t get it out
you

deterrence or defense. And so the inevitable guestion which

faces the United Stares Government is:

What nse witl they ;

make of this, of these copabilities? And that is a question |

for which the United States Goverment must look to the
intelligence community, to the CL4 and the other

inrellizence agencies, for ansxﬁﬁs-pr oved For Release 20
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a ereat effort abroad to make you believe that intelligence
is immorat, un-American, unworthy and everything else,
and that everybody should know all the secrets that wre
running around, and that the Founding Fathers would have
frowned on all of this dirty stuft that’s

Well, let me tell yonu a few things ahout the Founding
Fathers, George a letter to his chief of
New Jersey, and this

aoing oI

Washington wrote
Col. Elias Davion,
what he said: “The need for procurring good ir
so obvious that it need not be emphasized. All that remaias
for me is to caution you that secrecy is essential in these
mattecs, and for lack of it they generally fail no matter how
favorable the outcome.”

So clzarly, George
publist
secrets of the United States was necessary.

And I come down to a much closer time, to President
Traunan, In 1956, he was usked about this subject, and his
tesponse may seem harsh to you —a lot of you from the
media — but he said: “It matters not to the

intellivence in

itellizgence

that
the

Washington did rmt believe

iing all the news concerning

the media or through the activities of spies. The damage to
the United States is the same in both exses.” Avd he
added:
our counfry aie
everybody has

served hy going on the principle that
risht to know everything.’

And that extcnds across o long period of American
history. So the idea that this is immoral or wrong is simply
not an actual fact if you look at American history.
However, [ want to siay something more about that.

Right now we're engaged in a number of inqguiries to
derermine whether any great haiion can operate its secret
intelligence service, so to speak, in a goldfish bowl. Now,
we may succeed because we are a very nusval people. Bur
if we do, it'll be just like going 10 the moon. We'll have
been the only ones who ever succeeded in doing it

Now, I think these investigations can be healthy, they
can be helpful to us in the future, providing they are
conducted In a positive, constructive and responsible sense
and are not operated as some sort of a political footbull,
because the security of the United States is far too precious
to be kicked around as a football,

Guidelines and Perceplion

We are quite prepared to accept any guidelines which the
Congress may decide to put upon us, We
those
us in

guidelives as we’'ve lived with the guldelines they gave
the past. But 1 would hope that when they institufe
these guidelines, they instiiute some mechanism to cha
them and

unacceptable change, that will be introduced in some way
into the guidelines .. ..

so that as perceptions of what is acceptable

Now, we are being called-up and investigated for the
things we did, or are alleged to have done. What I fear is

that in 1990 or 1985, Mr. Colby’s distant successor will be

1, for vne, do not believe that the best interests of

could live with

i3 4

nited States. !
‘whether its secrets become known through publication in

summoned and he will be investizaced for whar he failed to

do, “You mean you weren’t doing this? You mean you

1-3,~
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Englishoun, hearing the gunfire, came out of the hut, and

they looked at the American and they said, Do vou mean

n

ta say you had that submuchine vun the whole time?”

“The Ammtedcan said, *Surs.”
“And they said, ‘Well

before now?’

, why the heck didn’t you use it

and very earnestly
‘But you don’t undarstand. (¢ wusn’t until they
kicked me in the rear end that T had any moral justitication

“And rhe American looked at them,

ne said,

forit.””
So this is a little bit of one of our problems, too.
Agaiu, anoiher foreigner said to me thc other day,

“Don’t you have a law against Indacent exposure in ‘the
United States, against taking off your clothes in puhiic?”

I said, “We certainly do.”

"Wml, he said, “will you explsin to me why you
practice internationally what you prohibit domestically?”

Uollection, Analysis and Dissenlt

In my opinion, America has broughnr hvo great trings to
intelligence: It has brought the application of American
technology and scientific knowhow to the collection of
intelligence. And it has brought analysis of that intelligence
to a degreee that has not been known in previous
intellisence services. o

And 1 think one of the interesting things in our
inteligence studies is that as they go forward, dissenting
views are expressed, and the reasoning bzshind them is
expressed, which I think is a somewhat new factor. I think
we have brought this to intelligence and we have mude
intelligence a force not just for war, as in the past, but for
peace.

I was present as General Fisenhower’s interpreter af fie
33 conference in Geneva. And he made the Open Skies
Proposal whereby each country would ‘ovr:fﬂy the others
and ‘see what they were doing. The Russiuns refused on the
grounds thar it wounld vielate their sovereignty. I never
forget, General Eisenhower wound up with a very eloquent
speech, held his hands vp fo heaven and said, *'f wish God
would give me some means of convincing yon of my
sinceriry.”” And there was a loud clap of thunder and every
Hahr in the building went out. And to this day, the Russian
rechnicians are still trying to figure out how we did it.

We had great talk 15-20 years ago about a missile gap.
We can’t have that talk any more. Thanks to intelligence
we know what the situation is.

And you know one of the things that engenders hostility
and eccuntric
And whan vou Kknow what the situation Is, you're a lut
better off. 1 can’t go into details, but 1 can tell you that we
in the Central Intellicence Agency have severnl times
brought together people from different countries that
lookad as if they were at the edge of conflict, and we have
been in some part instrumental in resolving their dispute.

Or sometimes someone has said to us,
going to do sich-and-such to us.”

And we said, “No they aren’t. We know they aren’t

and ervatic action is four of thy unknown.

“0Oh. so-and-so s

There's no way [ can tell you who s invelved or anyiliing

clve because it would be cciremely embarressing o tham

and to us. but intellizence, belicve me, s a jorce for peace
ax well us for vur, [t ix a force o guard us aguinst surnrise,
And it is also « force to dissipute misunderstandings or, as
suy, fear of the wunknown, which is one of the things that
pushes people to do ecoentric things.,

The Peopie of The (14

Pve been at'the agency for three and & half yeavs. People
often ask me what I feel aboui it and all | can.
that [ never coase to be startled at the competence, at the
integrity, at the and most of all at the
dedication of the people thers. They’re Amaricans just like
everybody else in thix roem; they want 1o live in an
American society according to the rules that the American
people estublish, But they minst know what the American
people are willing to accept as rules and what they wantus
to do. :

Now, the Congress set up the Central Intelligznce
Agzency in 1947 with the full knowledge that it was going
to enguge in espionage. And they left the charter
deliberately vague: “And do such other things as the
Nutional Security Council muy direct.

As P've told you, we canlive with any kind of oversight.
We have never hud a leak out of our oversight committees,
We tell them anythiog they wont to know. And we can live

eztl you is

continuity,

-with whatever form comes out of the presentinvastigations;

whaiever form of oversight the Congress comes up with, we
feel confident we cun live with.

What 1 feel personally less confident about is whether we
will get any clear guidelines as to what we can do and what
we can’t do. I think that’s going to be an extremely
difficult thing to get.

[ wonld like to say one word about the people of the
Central Intelligence Agency, and that is simply that, as [
sty, I've beeu struck by these people. Here they are under a
torrent of accusation and mud and innuendo, and they are
continuing to do a superb job in producing what [ belicve
to be the finest intelligence put before any government in
the world every morning.

People sometimes forget that people in intelligence have

rights, too. They have the right ro the same presumprion of

Innocence as any other American citizen. The accusation
comes, and the rebutial never catckes up. The news abour
Mr. Butrerfield being a ClA infiltraror of the White House
covered seven-column headlines. The news that he
wasn’t: one column,

A mu by the nome of n'wr;:"
said he was an cmployse of the CIA and haci organized
some plot against Castro. Wz called the director of that
program and told him that a caretul search of our files

s went on the telovision and

revealed that man had never ai any time cver besn a |

member of the CIA or worked-for it in any form. Fle was
introduced on the program as a tormer member of the CLA.
There’s just no way you can carch up with that Kind of
thing. I don’t say this in any Com[wlninmg aspect. Ljust say

it on behalt of the thousands of people who are serving the

because they haven't JHPpEOVed ForiRelease 2005/11/28 : GIA-RDR 190901RA00700080021-3
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This whole qiestio
“sericus matler. f,,‘
and democatic society may well devend vpon it, Ve huve

tON S

spending enormons amounts of time rummuagiog

txnonofx the gurbage pails of history lonking ot the '30s and

605, The question of whether we're yoing to continue
a5 0 f'v and democratic nation is going to be decided in the
atz 770s and enrly "80s. And { just hope that sometime we
which is

begin to s'pend mpropriate tie on that period,

going to deczamiae how we and our children are soing to

five in the future.
I would fike ro say one word ubout our director, Mr.

Colhy. I rurely find myself in agreement with the Chinese
Cornmunists, butr they have a song that says, “Suailing

deperds upon the Relmsman,” and we have a superl ane.

Many people felt Mr. (,olby should have been more
aggressive Or more penitentinl. [ think Mr. Colby has
established a credibility with the Congressional Committees
that enables himt to make sure that the good secrets are
kept secret. I think he has estublished a reputation with
themn far frftnxness for openness and for reliability. I think
he has sizered the only course that could hold the Agency
to ‘ther zmd guain the respect of the Commities so that we
could have an objective and a dispassionate investizution.

And I must say that [ consider him one of the most
remarkable humun beings I have ever known. 1 once said
that the next time [ went to Rome I’d go to the Varican to
ee what I could do. about obtaining the first beatification
process for anybhody still alive. How this man stands this
pressure, 1 do not know, and he stands it withont passing
on any of the strain, Whatever absorbs
himsell - he doesn’t puss it on to mes or any other of his
subordinates. But I just think that we are very fortunate,
indeed,
squall.

As [ say, one of the difficulties is that many people
would want us to operate our intellivence service not just
by standards acceptable to the Ainerican people, but with a
degree of purity that we can be sure wa not be
reciprocated. And if you’re fighting someone with brass
knuckles, and you’re required to fight according to the
Marquis of Queensbury rules, you’re going to have quite a
difficult time, to put it mildly. -

he Silent Batilefield

Finally, I would like to say that, every day when [ go to
work I see a reminder of something that is not our
American choice, and that is that we must fight on the
silent intelligence battlefield. As I go into the building, I see
the stars carved in the wall of the Central Intellivence

Agoney which symbolize

there is, he

to have such a pilot while we're passing through this

> tie peosnte, the membaes of thai
Agency, who have fallen ‘in the service of the United
States -- unhonored, unknown by most, but nevertheless
just as truly heroes as anybody who died anywhere else that

you and I might continue to live free.

On the other side of the entrance is carved the motto of

e Agency, which is a Biblical quore and says, “You shali
Lnuw the truth and the truth will muke you tree” T can’t
help thinking that in our time, we perhaps ought to change

viellisence, [ siic
Iﬂt SH"PUpfr“ e \léun L\%IEL ]$e é0651i1128
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¥ ou
Ve face a different Xind of problem in the
toda Y. 1

snited Stuies
would just like o resd to you a couple of
seitences from o Chinese writer
before Christ. te wrote

who wroie 300 yeurs
a book called The 1t of War, und
he described how you undo vour enemies. And this is what
he suaid:.

“The most consiinmate art s 1o suhdy
:,1 them on the buttlefizld. The direct
methed of war is necessaey ouly on the hatdsefield, but it is
only the indirect me thmls that lead to true victory and it
consolidation.” -

2 YONT eneias

withont having to fight th

Andsthis is the advice he gives you of how vou undo
your enemies. If any of you find anything
this, you're not wrong:

farottiar about

“Denigrate everything that is good in vour opponent’s
country. [nvolve their leaders in criminal aperations.
Undermine them by every means and then expose them 1o
the pudlic scom of their fellow citizens. Use the mose
execrable and vile individuals. Cause trouble by everv
means at hand wirhin their government. Spread discord and
quarrels amongst the citizens of the opposing country.
Agitate the young against the old. Desiroy by all means the
weapons supply and discipline of your opponent. Cover
With ridicude their old traditions and heritage. Be generous
in your affers and rev
accomplices.
money or promises,

vards to purchase information or
Put sgcret agents everywhere, Never stint on
and rhus you will reap a rich reward.’

This is the new form of war with which we have to
contend. It is not the old thing of divisious marching across
the field. It is this type of thing which is the silen:
battlefield of which [ speak.

We will do owr best. We will conformr to whatever
standards are imposed upon us by the American people.
Throughout the past, the United States intellivence
community has tried to do what they could to keep the
United States a free and indspendent country. This i
sometimes difficult, because we Americans have a tendency
to disband our intelligence after wars or between wars.

%]

In Avgust, 1941, T was sent t6 the Militacy Intelligencs

Training Center at Camp Ritchie, and the commandant of

that camp was,a British Colonel. {n 1932, 3. Stiason,
when he was Secretary of State, was handed an intercepted
message and rejected it in horror, saying, “Gentdemen don’t
read ofther gentlemen’s mail.” Seven years later, as
Secretary of War, he couldn’t get his hands on enongh other
gentlemen’s mail, >

As 1 muairtionad, perceptions chunga. We hope that as 2
result of these things, we will gt suidelines, but suidelines
that  will means of telling us when these
perceptions chanze, and that we will not be judged on what
we did in 1935 on the basis of 1975 stand ‘ud,\ or judged in
1990 on the basis of 1990 standards against what was donz
in 1976. '

People have asked me whether I thoughs the A gency will
survive this. I have no donpr. If the United .Smfrs s to
renin g free and independent country, it musr hove good

contain the
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